
Connecting Watersheds: 
Economic Resources, Projects 

and Partnerships

An Overview of the Catfish Creek and Bee Branch 

Watersheds



ÅCold-water Class òBó stream

ÅPredominantly spring-fed

ÅNaturally Reproducing Brook/Brown Trout 

ÅFirst Urban/Rural Watershed Project in Dubuque Co.

ÅSeveral Successful Pilot Projects

ÅNew Ordinances (E/S and Stormwater)

ÅTotal Reduction of 2,900 tons of sediment/year

ÅRoughly 35% Reduction in Soil Loss 

ÅRelatively small watershed (9300 acres) (Coldwater)

Å319/WPS/WIRB Funded 

Upper Catfish Creek



CCWMA

Catfish Creek Watershed Management Authority

Mission:

òTo reduce the risks of flooding and its effects, improve water quality and promote a 

healthier existence for all living things that call the Catfish Creek Watershed home.

The Catfish Creek Watershed Management Authority is an organization 

assembled to tackle concerns with water quality and flooding on a watershed level. 

This means crossing jurisdictional boundaries and working together to solve 

problems within the entire watershed.ó

ÅRebuild Iowa HUD ðGrant (WMA Formation)
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Catfish Creek Watershed 
Management Plan



Catfish Creek Watershed
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5 Branches:

Å North Fork

Å Middle Fork

Å South Fork

Å Catfish Creek

Å Granger Creek

Drains 72 square miles 

or 46,100 acres



Existing Land Use/Land Cover

ÅAgriculture 47%

ÅOpen Space 22%

ÅResidential 14%

ÅTransportation 6%

ÅPark/golf course 4%
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